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D/scRiPTroN'  AND' History  OF  Newt6nV IN  the.County 
OF  Middlesex.-  Bv  The  Rev.  Jonathan  Isomer. ^  J^^^f 

THE  to^ffi  of  Newto^^    6r;N"eWtpriv^(as  it  is"  written 
iridiffereiitly  in  the  ancient  recorcfe;  the  later  con- 
ftantJy  .oriiTrttirig  the  «;)  ha^  Roxbury,  Brobkline^  and  Cam]- 
'    bridge  on  the  ealt,^  Watertown  and  Waltham  on  the  north^ 
Wefton  and  Weft-lsfeedhana  on  the  weft,  and  Eaft-Keed-    '  \ 
ham  arid  Dedham  on  the  fouth,'^^'  It  lies  froni  6^  niUes,  t^^^ 
diflaricje  of  the  boundary-line  adjoining  Cambridge  by  the 
^  Weft-fiofton  bridge,  t o  1 1  ^  miles,  t er mmating- at  the  lower 
-  falls,  in'  a  wefterly  direffiori  frorh  Boftoh.    Fr'om  Water- 
town  line,  near  Gen.  Hull's,  to  Dedham  line,  are  6  miles^ 
36  jrods,  along  the  county-road.;   From  the  county-bridge 
at  the  lower  rallsv'^adjoiriirig  th^        patt  "of  Neddham, : 
tQ;  C^mbriiige*  littef  by  the  road,  are  4  miles',  ,  Cqu 
,  51-  rbdsv    Thci  whole  towillhip,  including  pbnifsi  tlie  prin- 
cipal of  which;  adjoining  the  Baptift  meeting-hbufe,  con- " 
^  tains' 33  acres^' 2  quarters,  2V  rods,  has  been  accurately  \ 
eftinikted'at  t\i^elve  thdufatid  nine  hurfdred  and  forty  acres:  ' ' 
CKaHes^RivKr^^^afl^^ 
f  numerb*iii*beri9iffgif^^ 

towri;%^ifuringt)j  ib^^^  fixteen  miles J^includ-  , 

^ing  aMts' curvesi'' '7;r  V'' "■'  '  •/  .  '   '  '\y:  -V         a'  ■ 

:       The*exad'^eribd- of '  the'^ 

iiient  is  uhknown;^ ;  As'it  was  confidered,  originally a  part  • 
of  Cambridge,  one.  W  oi!ir  moft  ancient  towns,  and  was  {  ;  \ 
rtyTci  Cambridge'Vin  New-Cambridge,  till:  the  pei 

riod;Qf^iitVJincO^^  D.  liSpt,  this 

diftrift  protiably^be^'ri  to     cultivated  foon'  after  th6  fet-  \ 
n  tldrierit  of  tlie:  '  "V^^ '  T*!^^' 

^  Its^ibil  13^ Yanbu^^'  it\^contains  a  h^an'd^drne^.pfbpbrt ioii 
-y^b'f  rich7p¥yd?iSiv¥^^^  .cbnfidcrable^wobd' for  fuel' 

2.  It^  agriculture^'a AS  ',its ^  tuildirtg^s  haveVbeen  cbnfiderabfy 
^  im^royey7o?'l3fe,  y^  a 
g6b3J,r^puhftbn;iat^th'e''i^  IiVCreafing  attention  is 

^  paid  to  the'  impf bvemdn  t  ■  of  *  the  fruit  by  inocufatiori,  atid 
■    gt^drig;^;^:lt^  fit^aVi^^ 

,^^ains  but  little  low  and  (unken  land.  Gentlemen"  of  obi 
^  fefTSHonv^?v^ho^h'iv2  tTa^iftlled  coniid^ftbly  in  viribua  parts 
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.  ,    Hijlory  of  Newtonr  •  ^ 

of  the  United  Sta|es,  have  agreed  to  acknowledge,  that  ttrcr 
town  poffeffes  an  uncomnion  proportion ,  of  choice  and 
beautiful  fcites  for  country  feats.    From  the  early  fettle- 
ment  of  the  place  it  has  been  remarkably  diftinguifhed  for 
the  falubrity  of  its  air,  and  the  health  and  longevity  of  its 
inhabitants.  -  The  Rev.  Mr.  Cotton,  who  deceafed' about 
forty  years  fmce,  and  who  had  ^the  experience  of  mdre 
than  forty  years,  ufed  frequently  to  mention,  with  gra^ii*  * 
tude  and  admiration,  that  he  knew  of  no  town  fo  heaft% 
ful,  and  fo  rarely  vifited  with  prevailing  and  fatal  difeafes'.^c 
From  accurate  bills  of  mortality  for  about  fifty  years  paft^'^  : 
it  appears,  that  a  feventieth  part  of  the  inhabitants  dies  zn-:} 
nually.    In  the  Eaft  Congregational  Society,  confifting  o£^ ; 
about  760  fouls,  154  have  died  from  January  .!,  1782,  to 
January  i,  1799,  averaging  72/??^  a  year.  -  Of  this  number  > 
49  (confiderably  upwards  of  a  fourth  part)  arrived  to  their  ^ 
70th  year,  and  beyond,  and  63,  (more  than  a  third  part) 
arrived  to  their  60th,  and  beyond.-  The  forrows  of  early  . 
widowhood  are  feldom  known  here.    Of  married  men  ■^■■f\ 
beneath  40, '  only  one  died  within  the  bounds  of  the  Eaft  :  ''^i^^ 
Precind,  including  the  families  of  the  Baptift  Society  living 
within  the  fame  bounds,  during  more  than  fixteen  years. 
.   The  inhabitants  are  generally  induftrious  and  intelligent; . 
hufbandmen.    But  there  are  fome  mamifadlures  in  thofo  > 
parts  of  the  town  which  adjoin  Charles-Rlver. . /At  the4, 
lowQuc  falls,.  thei*e  is  one  fnufF-mill  with  four,  mortars,  •bne^J^I  W 
fulling-mill,  and  two  paper-mills.     At  the  upper  falls 
where  there  is  a  romantic  fall  of  20  feet,  perpendicular ;i 
and  a  defcent  of  35  feet  in  half  a  mile,  there  are  thre'ft|  /-';  l| 
fnufF-mills,  containing  twenty  mortars,  the  property  of  'j| 
General. Eliot..   There  is  alfo  a  paper-mill  adjoining  Water*  ' 
town.    A  very  capacious  brick  building  has  lately  been 
ere<5led  by  General  Hull,  for  the  brewing  of  ale  and  ftrong  |i 
beer,  and  is  occupied  by  an  eminent  Englifh  brewer.  It 
'  is  one  of  the  moft  favourable  fituationa  within  the  ftate 
for  a  brewery,  as  it  is  fupplied  with  the  purefl  water,  pro- 
ceeding through  tubes  from  a.  living  fpring  of  fuperior  ' 
quality  ;  and,  from  its  fituation  upon  Charles-River^  it 
furnifhes  an  eafy  and  cheap  conveyance  of  its  manufa<5lure 
to  the  capital.  ^ 

Numerous  emigrations  have  bcea  made  from.  Newton 
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tliftor^  of  Newioiu-  \    ^  -  "  3  -  ' 

'  into  the  newly  fettled  parts  of  the  country.    The  number 
cf  the  inhabitants,  at  the  time  of  the  laft  cenfus,  being - 
1360,  did,  therefore,  but  little  exceed  that  of  A.  D.  1763. 
During  ten  years,  terminating  January,  1792,  emigrated 
from  the  Eaft  Congregational  Society,  confifting  of  about  ■ 
1 00  families,  1 43  fouls,  including  8  2  adults,  generally ' 
young  married  perfons.    The  ingenious  Mr.  Derham  com- 
putes the  births  in  England  in  general  as  i  to  i^^j-  of  the' 
deaths.    In  Newton,  notwithftanding  the  removal  of  many ' 
young  newly  married  perfons,  the  births  appear  to  be  as 
2  to  I  deaths.    During  the  above  period,  in  the  fame  fo- 
ciety,  there  were  97  deaths,  (17  of  which  were  in  the  two' . 
neighbouring  houfes  of  Mr.  John  Jackfon  and  Edward' 
Durant)  and  195  births.    The  marriages  for  the  fame 
term  were^io3  in  the  whole  town.    The  fum  total  of  the 
marriages  for  a  century  of  years,  from  the  incorporation  ^ 
of  the  town';  is  747.    This  is  very  far  beyond  the  propor-' 
tion  mentioned  by  the  fame  ingenious  writer  for  England, 
which  he  computes  at  i  to  4.  63  births.    There  has  been* 
only  one  inftance  of  any  inhabitant  arriving  to  100  years,* 
though  feveral  have  feen  90  and  upwards.    A.  D.  1752,  ? 
there  died  at  the  fo;ath-eaft  part  of  the  town,  a  Mrs.  Davis,  t 
then  in  her  i  i  6th  year.  ■  She  died  at  the  fame  age  with  ' ^ 
Clodia,  the  wife  of  OphiHus,  whom  Pliny  the  naturalift  T 
mentions  as  the  eldeft  female  who  had  died  in  ancient  > 
Rome.    In  1792,  59  of  the  inhabitants,  a  twetity-third  part, , 
had  feen  their  fevcntieth  year,  and  beyond.  : .  .  . 

-  As  all  the  church-records  perilhed  in  the  conflagration ' 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Meriam's  dwelling-houfe,  A.  D.  1770,  I'  \ 
have  endeavoured,  during  the  fixteen  years  of  my  paftoral" 
office,  to  recover  the  wrecks  of  the  hiftory,  civil  and  religi-  ^ 
ous,  of  Newton.  I  have  endeavoured  to  colle<5l  and  ar-  , 
range  fuch  antiquities  of  the  place,  as  might  gratify  an  in-^ 
nocent  curiofity,  or  fubfcrve  the  improvement  of  our 
morals  and  religion.  The  mofl  important  article  of  the, 
hiftory  of  the  place  immediately  follows. 

Of  NoNANTUM,  Z/^^-  frji  civilized  and  chrifiian  fettkment  of 
Indians , within  the  Englijh  colonies  of  North-America^  and  of 
/i^^- firft  fruits     /Z?^  AMERic^i^  Gentiles.  ' 

When,  fome  years,  fince,  I  read  the  fubfequent  article  in  • 

.  the' 
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the  xxxixth^  volume  of :  that  great  and  admired  work>  the 
Modern  Universal  History,  I  little  fufpefted  my  vidn- 
ity  to  the  country  of  which  it  fpe^iks.  .  *^The;Rev.  John 

Eliot*'  (educated  at  Cambridge  in  England,  and  paftqr  of 
the  church  at  Roxbury)  ^'  was  the  firft  of  the  Englifli  mifr 

fionarie^,  who  ventured  into  the  countries  of  the  favagea 
*rto  preach  the  gofpel.    In.  Oftober,  1646,  he  fet  out  on 
*^  his  miflion,  but  fent  fbre-runners  to  apprize  the  Indians. 
^  of  his  intention.    Upon  this  he  was  met,  upon  the  bor?^^ 
*^ders  of  the  country  he  intended  to  convert,  by  fiye  or; 

fix  of  the  favages,  headed  by  a  grave  Indian,  one  :Wa^: 
*^  ban,  who  welcomed  him  into  a  large  wigwam,  where  he  - 
^  began  to  preach,  'and  inftrud  his  new  difciples.- *  Frpm 
Dn.  Cotton  Mather's  Magnalia,  Mr.  Neal's  Hiftory  of  New-; 
England,  Governor  Hutchinfon's  Hiftory  of  M^achufetts, 
and  fome  other  authorities,  cited  at  the  clofe,  I  am  enabled: 
to  recite  the  following  particulars*  ^  .  ?  >  « 

,  Mr.  Eliot,  having  previoufly  learnt  the  language  by  hir*r 
ing  the  aid  of  one  of  them  who  could  fpeakEnglilh,  wentj/^ 
OAobet  28,^  1 646, /with: three,  others,  (among  .whom  was,\ 
probably,^  his  conftant,  pious j  and.perfevering/conipa^ioni) 
Mr.  DANiEt  GooKiN,  afterwards  major-general  of  thecoK: 
ony).  to  the  Indians  of  the ,  neighbouring  parts,-  to  whom 
he^iad,fait/'previous -notice  of  his  intention  to  addrefa^  . 
theni  on  theTubjeft  of  Chriftianityv  .  Waban,  ra  wife  and 
grave  man,  of  the  fame  age  with  the  miffionary^  forty-two, 
a  perfon  of  influence,  .met  him  at^  fmaU  diftance  from  , 
their  fettlement,  and  welcomed  him  to  a  large  wigwam  on 
the  hill  Nonantum.t  -  A  confiderable  number  of  his  coun-« 

'  *  In  ot4sx,  ^9,  iippr^lTs  th^  ipind  of  the  reader  with  a  greater  corifi- 
dence  in  the  prefent  high  grounds  of  Noiiantum,  lying  at'  the  north-  ' 
eaft  extrerhity  of  Newton,  as  the  fcene  of  the  firft  fuccefsful  attempt  to  ' 
chriftianize  afid  civilii^e  the  natives,  I  fubjoin  the  words  of  Mr.  Gookin,  : 
who  was.  foon  appQintqd  tl>e  civil  fuperintcndant  of  all  the.  Indians^  and^  • 
who.  frequently, accompai^ied  Mr.  Eliot  in  his  journeys,    "  Ii>  the  ye^ic  •> 

of  the  L6rd'i6*46,"  (fays  he,  in  a  M.S.  hiftory  lately  publilhe'd  by  th&V 
,  refpedable  and  affiduous  Hifiorical  Society  of  Maffachufetts)  "  Mr.  Eliot  '\ 
^M  **  attained  fuqli  a  meafure  gf  learning  in  the  Indian  language,  that  he--^ 

adventured  to  make  beginning  to  preach  the  glad  tidings  of  falvatioiv 
*'  unta  their  competent  imderftanding.     The  firft  place  he  began  to 

preach  at  was  Nonajitujij,  n^r  Watertown,  upon  the  fouth  fide  of 
**  Charles-River,  abqut;  four  or,  five  miles  from  his  own  houle  ;  where 
"■lived,  at  that  time,  Waban,  one  of  their  principal  men,  and.  feme  In-  . 
"  diahs  vAth  him," 
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txymen  ,a|fembled,h?re  frorn  the  neighbourhood,  "to  .hear^ 
thjs.new  doftri;}ef'^ri-.|^;^^ ;  -  ■ -'-v^tiui  - 

^  After  a  ftpft:  pray<5?^  ia  Eliglifh,cM  delivered  a 

fermpn  (th^^firft  prob^ibly  eyer  prea       in  this  part  gf  the 
old  town)  from  Ez§k»  chap^  Xxxvii.  ver.  9, 1  o.  "  Then  faid 
he  unto  me,  Prophefy  , unto  the  i^/W,  (to  which  the  Indiauu 
term  W^bmM  faid  tP  anfwer)  prophefy,-fon;pf  man,  and 
fay.  IP  the  wind,(7^y  to,  Wabaji)  Thus  faith  the -Lord  God, 
Cpm^  fjroui,  the Jfour  winds,  O  breath,  and  breathe  upon 
thefe  flain,  th^t  they  may  live..  So  I  prophelied,ias  he 
cpri?m:andp4  me,  and  th^  breath  came  into  them,  and  they- 
lived,vaHd  ftopd  upoili  th^ir  feet  an  exceeding  great  army.'*- 
Thi^  fermon  employed  an  hour.    The  preacher  began  with. 
thg(  principles  of  natural  religion  acknowledged  by  them- 
felyes,  and  then  proceeded  to  the  leading  doctrines  and 
precepts  pf^Chrlftianity,    He  repeated  and  .explained  the 
ten,  qomniandmerits,  :  He  informed  them  of  the  dreadfuL 
CUffe^tt^njdingL  the  violation  of  the  divine  law.    He  then 
fpolfe.tQ  them  of  the  perfon  of  Jesus  Christ,  of  the  place 
of,  hi^  prefejit  refidenge  and  exaltation,  and  of  -  his  com-, 
ing ,  to,  judge  f  the.  world  in  flaming  fire.  -  Hej  taught  > 
the^i  >tka  bleffed  tote  of  ^Lthofe.who  know^rand  iavingly ; 
believe;  ii\v.CHAX5n*tHe  related  the  creation  -and  fall  -  oft 
mm!liifmd;fpoke  of  the  infinite  greatnefs  of  God,  of  the, 
joys  pfi heaven,  and  the  punifliment  of  hell  ;  finally  per- ^ 
fuading  them  tQ  repentance,  and  a  good  life^  Having 
clofed  his  fermpn,  he  was  defirous  of  knowing  whether  he  . 
had  .Qpnveye4  his  (entimeints  intelligibly,  in  a  language  fo  > 
pew  to  himfelf.     He  therefore  inquired,  whether  they 
comprehended  hit  meaning     to  which  their  unanimous 
reply- wa^,  .*^  We  iinderftood  all.'^  JVlr,  Eliot  and  his  friends 
then  dewted  about  three  haurs  to  familiar  and  friendly 
conference:  with  thei^,  to  hear  and  anfwer  queftions  which 
naturally  were  fuggefted  by  the  difcourfe.   This  firft  vifit 
wa^  repeiyed  with , cordial  and  general  fatisfadtion.  Many 
of  his  audience  liftened  to  the  pathetic  parts  of  the  dif- 
courfe with  tears, /  Waban^  particularly,  received  thofe 
happy  impr^flii>ns,  which  abode  by  him  through  life,  and 
qualified  him  zealoufly  and  fuc.cefsfuUy  to  aid  the  generous 
defign  of  converting  his  countrymen. 
.  A  ftill  lar^ejc,.  number  attended  the  next,,  vifit  of  the 
«■  r-  ^      ^   .     v-y::;  .  \        ;^  apoftolic 
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apoftolic  Eliot  to  rNohantum,  Nov.  ii.    He  began^  fiffl 
.  with  the  children,  whom  he  taught  .thefe  three  queftions,* 
and  their  anfwers.         i.  ^Who  made  you  and  all  the 
world  ?^,;  !A.  Go2).        2.  Whom  do  you  exped  to  favc 
you  from  fin  and  hell  ?  A.  Jesus  Christ,  (^3.  How  many 
commandments  hath  God  given  you  to  keep  ?    A.  Ten.' 
He  then  preached  al^out  an  hour  to  the  whole  company, 
concerning  the  nature  of  God^  and  the  necelTity  of  faith 
in  Jesus  Christ  for  procuring  his  favour.    He  informed 
them  what  Jesus  .Christ  had  done  and  fuffered  for  the  fal- 
vation  of  finners,  and  the  dreadful  judgments  attendant^ 
upon  the  rejedion  of  Him'  and  his  falvation.    The  whole 
company  appeared  very  ferious.    Liberty  being  given  to 
alk  queftions  for  further  information,  an  aged  man  ftood 
up,  and  with  tears  inquired,  Whether  it  was  not  too  late^ 
for  fuch  an  old  man  as  he,  who  was  near  death,  to  repent 
and  feek  after  Goz>/*    Another  afked,  Plow  the  Englifh 
came  to  differ  fo  much  from  the  ladians  in  their  know-' 
ledge  of  God  and  Jesus  Christ^  fince  they  had  all  at  firft  but  - 
one  father.  -  Another  inquired,  How  it  came  to  pafs  that] 
^  fea-water  was  fait,  and  river-water  frelh.    Another,  That^ 
if  the  water  was  higher  than  the  earth  (as  he  fuppofed) 
how  it  comes,  to  pafs,  that  it  does  not,  overflow  all  the 
earth.    Mr.  Eliot  and  his  friends  fpent  feveral  hours  in' 
anfwering  thefe  and  fome  other  queftions.    The  Indians  , 
told  them,  upon  their  quitting  them  to  return  home  in  the^^ 
evening,  that  "  they  did  much  thank  God  for  their  com-  > 
"  ihg  ;  and  for  what  they  had  heard,  they  were  wonderful  ^ 
"things.'-  —  " 

'  At  the  third  meeting  of  Nov.  26,  fome  of  the  Indians  * 
abfented  themfelves  through  fear  of  their  Powaws  or^ 
Priefts,  who  had  threatened  them  with  their  fecret  power^ 
of  inflidling  the  penalty  of  death  upon  thofe  who  fliould  i 
attend.  /  One  of  thefe  Powaws  was,  however,  immediately  ^ 
and  folemnly  addrelTed  by  the  ifttrepid  mifTionary,  who^ 
filenced  and  convinced  him.  «        .      .  .  > 

Twq  or  three  days  after  this  meeting,  at  which  the  au. ' 
dience  appeared  very  ferious,  Wampas,  a  fage  Indian,  with - 
two  of  his  companions,  came  to  the  Englifli,  and  defired  ' 
to  be  admitted  into  fome  of  their  families.  He  brought 
his  fon  and  two  or  three  other  Indian  children  with  him,  v 
>  ; ,  begging 
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begging  that  they  might  be  educated  in  the  chriftian  faith. 
His  requeft  was  granted.   ,  -  p 

At  the  next  meeting,  all  who  were  prefent  offered  their 
children  to  be  catechifed  and  inftnicled  by  the  Englifh, 
who,  upon  this  motion,  refolved  to  fet  up  a  fchool  among 
them.  To  accomplifh  this,  it  was  neceffary  to  reduce  them 
from  their  favage  life,  and  to  bring  thepi  into  a  ftate  of 
civil  fociety.  This  was  conformable  to  a  frequent  obfer- 
vation  of  Mr.  Eliot,  which  claims  our  attention  in  our  ef- 
forts to  convert  the  aboriginals  upon  the  borders  of  the 
United  States,  viz.  "  that  the  Indians  miijl  he  civilized^  as'  weli. 
as ^  if  not  171  order  to  their  beings  chrijlianized,^*  7 

Accordingly  the  General  Court  gave  the  Indians  of  the 
neighbouring  parts  a  trad  of  high  land,  called  Nonantum.  '^^^^^ 
Agreeably  to  the  advice  of  Mr.  Eliot,  who  furniflied  them, 
by  the  public  aid,  with  ftiovels,  fpades^  mattocks,  and  iron 
crows,  and  ftimulated  the  moft  induftr^ous  with  money  ; 
they  foon  built  a  fufficient  number  of  wigwams,  not  with 
mats  as  ufual,  but  with  the  bark  of  trees,  and  divided  into 
feveral  diftind:  apartments.  The  houfes  of  the  mcaneft 
were  found  to  be  equal  to  thofe  of  the  fachems  or  cliiefs 
in  other  places.  .  They  furrpunded  the  town  with  ditches, 
(fome  traces,  of  which  are  ftill  difcoverable  at  the  fouthern 
extremity),  and  with  a  ftone-wall.  Some  of  the  ftones 
compofing  this  encircling  wall  were  removed  within  the 
memory  of  Mr.  Abraham  Hyde,  who  died  A.  D.,1794, 
iEt.  78,  and  who  informed  me,  that  he  aided  in  removing 
them  in  very  early  life.  At  that  time  fome  fruit  trees 
were  ftill  ftanding  towards  the  foot  of  Nonantum,  on  tlie 
fouth  fide,  which  were  reported  to  have  been  planted  there 
by  the  Indians  in  fome  remote  period  of  their  refidencc 
on  that  Ipot.         ,  .  , 

The  Indians,  thus  fettled,  were  inftruded  in  hufbandry, 
and  were  excited  to  a  prudent  as  well  as  induftrious  man- 
agement of  their  affairs.  Some  of  them  were  taught  fuch 
trades  as  were  moft  neceffary  for  them,  fo  that  they  com- 
pletely built  a  houfe  for  public  worfliip,  50  feet  in  length 
and  25  feet  in  breadth,  which,, as  an  eye-witnefs,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Wilfon  obferves,  "  appeared  like  the  workmanfliip  of 
an  Englilh  houfewright."  '  >  ^.^  /  •  , 

The  Rev.  MefTrs.  Wilfon  of  Bofton,  Allen  of  :  Dedham, 
.-■j^-        :  .  Shepard 


College,  went  over  to  Nonantum,  3d  of  Mafch, ,  i  6'47vih 
croliipatty^  wltli'  feyfef  al  Englilh,  among  wHom  proDalily  wa^ 
the  great  \ApoftW  of  the  Anierican  Gehtiles,  Mr.  Eliot.  .  A 
fermon-"vf as- delivered.  Among  the  qtieflions?  prop'bfed' at 
this  tiltief,'  bn6  woman  inquired,  Whether  fhe  prayed, 
when  flib  only  joined-  with  her  hufb^nd^  irf  his  prayer  to 
Goti'ALMiGittY'y'  and^  anothet  inquired^  by  thd  interpire- 
ter,  ,  "  Whether  her  hufband*s  prayer  fignified  atiy  thing, 
if  he  continued  to  be  angry  with  her,  and  to  beat  her.'* 
Rational  and  chriftian  anfwers  were  giveh  to  their  'quef- 
tions.  At  this,-  and  fome  other  meetings,  the  Englilh  gave 
away 'clothfes:  to  the  Indian  men,  women,  and-children  ;  fo 
that  on  v^a' le^fture'-daly  the  .great eft  part'  of  tHein  appeared 
handforiiely  dreffedy  aftef'the  Eriglifh  rnann^  ■  " 

A  particular  account  of  thefe  early  and  Tuccefsfurelfort^ 
to  convert  the  heathens^  was  tranfmitted  to  England,  and 
pubHfhed  therer  One  of  the  publications  is  ftylcd,  "  Day- 
Breaking,  ^if ',npt-  the  Sun-Riiing  of  the" 'Gofpel  v)^ith  the 
Indiana;  in' New-iEngl^nd,"  and  was*  printed  iif  'Loridon, 
'1647. .  Ahother,  written  by  the '  pious"  Mh  Shfej^ard  ' of 
Cambridge,  is  ftyled,  "  The  clear  Sun-fhine  of  the  Gofpel 
"upon  the  Indians,''^  and  was  publifhed  in  London,  1648. 
I  havfe  fought,  hitlfertoV  in  vain,'  for  thefe^  publications,  to 
which  to6r  writers  owe  their  principal  informiati6ii"oil' this 
interefting  fubje<^,  though  1  have  been  favoured  -vid'th '  the 
aid  of 'the  Hiftorical  Society  of  Malfachufetts  in  my  fearch. 

The* women  of  Nonantum  foon  learnt' tb  fpin',' aM' to 
'coile<S  Articles  for  fale  at  the  market  thrbiigh  the  yetir.  In 
the  winter,  the  Indians  fold  brooms,  flavcs,  bafkets,  m'ade 
from" the -neighbouring::  woods  and  fwarnps,'  and  ttirkies 
raifed  by  themfelves  j  in  fhe  fpring,  cranberries,  ftrawber- 
ries,- and' Jilh  from  Charles-River ;  in'the  funimef ,  whortle- 
berriesV  gtapes,  and  fifli.  Several  ■  of  them  worked  with 
the ' Englifli  in  the  vicinity,  in  hay-time  and  hai'vbft '5 :  but 
they  wetfe  neither  fo  induftrious  nor  cap^blfe'  of  hird  la- 
bour;'as  thbfe  who  have  been  inured  t6  it  from  early iife. 

The  "fuccefs'and'  fettlement  of  Nonantum  encouraged 
fiirther^attempts  of  Mr.  Eliot  to  extend  the  knowledge  of 
the  Gofpel  to  the  aboriginals  of  other  places'.    He,  accord- 
ingly, vifited  and  preached  to  the  Indians  at  Watertown, 
'i-''^'  Dorcheiler 
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(borcherier-Mills,  Goneofd,  and  as  far  as  Pantucket-Palls  ^ri 
Merrimac- River.  He  alfo  extended  his  truly  apoftolical 
^efforts  to  the  natives  of  the  colony  of  New-Plymouth, 
though  their  chief  fadhem  and  his  fon  difcountenanced  his 
attempts.  .  Thefe  exertions  laid  a  happy  foundation  for 
the  chriftiahizing  aiad  civilizing  of  five  thoufand  out  of 
twenty  thoufand  Indians,  belonging  to  the  twenty  differ- 
ent-tribes then  in  New^England*  ■  • 
.  .  The  report  of  the  happy  attempts  begun, ;  and  carried 
bii,  in  this  place,  and  hence  extending  widely^ambng  the 
poor  pagans  of  the  American  wildernefs,  occafioned  the 
•Parliament  of  Great-Britain,  then  under  the  protedorate 
of  Oliver  Cromwell,  to  pafs  an  ac^^j-sjth  of  July,  1649, 
for'  the  advancement  of  this  good  work,  Whereas,'^ 
fays  the  preamble  of  the  act,  "  the  Commons  bf  England, 
alfembled  in  parliament,  have  received  certain/ intelli* 
"  gence  from  (divers  godly  minifters^  and  others  in  ?New- 
5'  England,  that  divers  of  the  heathen  natives,  through  the 
"  pious  care  of  fome  godly  Engliih,  who  preach  the  gofpel 
"  to  them  in  their  own  Indian  language,  not  only  pf  bar- 
"  barous  have  become  civil,  but  many  of  them,forfake. 

their  accuftomed  charms  and  forceries,  and  other  fatan- 
"  ical  delulions^  do  now  call  upon  the  name  of  the:JLoi?i?, 
^^and  give  great  teftimony  of  the  power  of  God,  drawing 
'•^  them  from  death  and  darknefs  to  the  life  and  light  s  of 
"  the  glorious  gofpel  of  Jesus  Christ  ;  which  appeareth 
}^  by  their  lamenting,  with  tears,  their  mifpent  lives,  jf^'W-'' 
ing  their  children  what  they  are  iirfiruBed  themfelves^  being 
careful  to  place  them  in  godly  families^  and  Engiilh  fchools, 
"  betaking  themfelves  to  one  wife,  putting  away  the  reft, 
and  hy  their  conjlant  p\^ayers  to  Almighty  God^  morning  and 
evening;^  in  their  families^  prayers  exprelfed,  in  all  appear- 
^'  ance,  with  much  devotion  and  zeal  of  heart : — All  which 
"  confideredj  we  cannot  but,  in  behalf  of  the  nation  we 
reprefent^  rejoice  and  give  glory  to  God  for  the  begin- 
hing  of  fo  glorious  a  propagation  of,  the  Gofpel  among 
"  thole  poor  heathen,  which  cannot  be  profecuted  with 
"  that  expedition  as  is  defired,  unlcfs  fit  inllruments  be 
"  encouraged  and  maintained  to  purfue  it,  fchools  and 
clothing  be  provided,  and  many  other  ncccflarics,'*  &c. 
:  >...K  k  v.]  ,  The 
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The  acT:  then  proceeds  to  eftablifh  a  corporation  of  fixtecftr, 
including  a:  prefident  or  governour,  (which  olEce,  fome 
years  after  this  date,  was  filled  for  a  confiderable  period  by 
that  great  and  devout  philofopher,  the  Hon.  Robert  Boy/e, 
who  gave-£.3oo  to  the  objeft,)  whofe  duty  was  to^fuper- 
intend  the  bufinefs  of  devoting  the  monies  which  fliould 
be  given  for  chriftianizingj  inftructing,  clothing,  and  eiv- 
ihzing  the  Indians.  A  general  collection  ^as  ordered 
to  be  made  for  thefe  purpofes  through  all  the  churches 
of  England  and  Wales.  The  minifters  were  required  to 
read  this  ad  in  the  churches,  and  to  exhort  the  people  to 
^  cheerful  contribution  to  fo  pious  a  work.  Circular  let- 
ters were  publifhed,  at  the  fame  time,  by.  the  univerfities 
of  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  recommending  the  fame  object. 
A  fund,  which,  in  Charles  IPs  time,  produced  fix  hun- 
dred pounds  ilerling  per  annum,  was  thus  provided,  the 
benefit  of  which  has  extended  till  the  period  of  our  inde- 
pendence and  feparation  from  the  mother  country.  Gov, 
Hutchinfpn,  who  had  the  beft  means  of  information,  ob- 
ferves,  "  Perhaps  no  fund  of  this  nature  has  ever  been 
more  faithfully  applied  to  the  purpofes  for  which  it  was 
raifed.'* 

The  firft  civil  laws  which  were  ever  eflabliflied  in  thi.^ 
country,  for  the  regulation  of  the  aboriginals,  were  made 
for  the  fettlement  of  Nonantum.  Their  laws,  which,  are 
ftill  preferved  in  ancient  and  modern  publications,  were 
defigned  for  the  promotion  of  cleanlinefs,  decency,  chaftity, 
and  induftry,  and  the  difcouragement  of  the  oppofite 
qualities  and  vices,  A  court  of  judicature,  over  which  an 
Englifh*  magiftrate  (the  Hon.  Mr.  Gookin  being  the  firft) 
preiided,  was  appointed.  The  fachems  had  liberty,  by 
fummons  or  attachment,  to  bring  any  of  their  people  to 
the,  faid  court,  and  to  keep  a  monthly  court  for  fmaller 
caufes  among  themfelves.  The  fachems  appointed  officers 
to  ferve  warrants,  and  to  execute  the  orders  and  judg- 
ments of  either  of  thefe  courts.  The  fines  impofed  upon 
tranfgreffors  were  to  be  devoted  to  building  houfes  for  the 
education  of  their  children  in  learning,  or  to  other  ufe& 
for  the  public  benefit.  It  was  recommended  by  the  gov- 
ernment, both  to  Mr.  EHot  and  to  the  magillrates,  that 
"  they  fliould  endeavour  to  make  the  natives  underftand 
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the  mofl  ufeful  laws  of  the  Englifli,  and  the  principles  of 
reafon,  juftice,  and  equity,  on  which  they  are  founded.*'  ^ 
.  The  high  grounds  of  the  north-eaft  paVt  of  Cambridge 
Village  (now  Newton)  appear  to  have  been  occupied  by 
the  Nonantum  Indians  (who,  according  to  Mr.  Gookin, 
were  a  fubdivifion  of  the  once  numerous  and  powerful 
tribe  of  MafTachufetts)  until  A.  D.  1651,  when,  by  the  in- 
creafe  of  converts,  the  place  was  found  too  ftrait  for  them. 
A  fertile  and  beautiful  tra^t,  of  about  3000  acres,  at  Na- 
tick,  I  o  miles  fouth-wefl:  of  their  firft  fettlement,  was  pro* 
vided  for  their  accommodation.    Here  was  founded  a 
more  regular  and  well  built  town,  with  three  principal 
ftreets,  and  fuitable  public  buildings.    At  this  place  an  In- 
dian church  continued,  and  flourifhed  under  a  fuccelHon 
of  indefatigable  and  pious  teachers,  natives  and  Engliffi, 
who  officiated  to  them  ;  until  within  a  few  years  paft,  by 
repeated  wafting  ficknefs  and  other  caufes,  well  elucidated 
in  the  highly  judicious  communications  lately  made  to  the 
Hiftorical  Society  by  their  laft  paftor,  ftill  living,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Badger,  and  publiflied  in  their  Colle<5lions,  they  have 
become  gradually  and  almoft  totally  extind.       ,        v-  - 
.  .  The  virtuous  Waban  accompanied  his  brethren  to  Na- 
tickj  and  was  chofea  a  ruler  of  fifty  in  their  civil  admin- 
iftration.  '  He  died  there,  aged  70,  A.  D.  1674,  teftifyingy 
with  his  dying  breath,  his  obligations  to  that  grace,  which 
had  brought  himfelf,  and  his  fellow-countrymen,  from  the 
darknefs  of  paganifm  to  the  marvellous  light  of.  the  Go^ 
pel.    The  name  is  ftill  honourably  remembered  at  Natick, 
where  fome  of  his  pofterity  were  known  not  many  years 
fmce.    The  name  and  civil  office  of  Efquire  Waban^  one  of 
his  defcendants,  is  particularly  mentioned.    An  inftruciive 
and  ferious  exhortation  from^Matt.  ix.  12,  13.  delivered 
by  Waban  the  firft,  to  an  Indian  aflembly  convened  on  a 
day  of  fafting  and  prayer,  15th  Nov.  1658,  upon  occafiou 
of  exceffive  rains,  conneded  with  a  very  general  and  alarm- 
ing ficknefs,  is  fummarily  contained  in  the  i ft  vol.  of  Neal's 
Hiftory  of  New-England,  p.  240  and  241. 

Mr.  Eliot  gives  this  teftimony  of  Waban,  that  he  had 
approved  himfelf  to  be  a  good  chriftian  in  church  order, 
and  in  civil  order,  a  zealous,  faithful,  and  fteadfaft  ruler  to 
his  death,"  At  his  death  he  expreffed  an  aninjating  joy  in 

the 


the  hope  of  heaWrf^  where  he  Ihould  unite  with  the  foSlai 
of  departed  believers.    He  charged  his  children  and  friends 
not  to  mourn  at  his  departure,  and  urged  them  all  to  con^ 
fefs,  to  repent  of,  their  fins,  and  believe  in  Jesus  Christ^ 
in  whoin  he  trufted  for  the  refurredtion  of  his  body.-  His 
laft  wprds,  immediately  before  he  expired,  were,     I  give 
*^  my^foul  to  thee,  O  my  Redeemer,  Jesus  Christ,  Par-t 
don  all  my  fms,  and  deliver  me  from  hell.    Help  me 
againft  death,  and  then  I  am  willing  to  die  ;  and  when 
I  die,  O  help  me,  and  receive  me.*'       '    '<  '  : 

PiAMBOHu,  of  this  place,  is  faid  to  have  been  the  fecond' 
man  next  Wabari,  who  received  the  Gofpel.  He  brought 
many  Indians  with  him  to  the  fecond  meeting  at  Waban's 
houfe  on  Nohantum.  He  was  both  a  civil  and  religious 
officer;  '  He  furvived  to  a  confiderable  age.  On  his  deatl^- 
bed,  he  recommended  to  his  brethren  to  hear  their  newly 
ordained  minifter  (Daniel,  an  Indian  preacher)  every  fabr 
bath-day,'  and  to  "  make  ftrong  their  praying  to  God." 
He  declared,  that  "  he  was  contented,  and  even  rejoiced 
under  his  ficknefs  and  forrows,  and  that  he  trufted  m  the 
promife  of  .GOD  tp  believers,  that  they  fhould  be  faved.'' 
Old  Jacob,  who  was  among  the  earlieft  converts,  cher- 
ifhed  a  lingular  memory,  which  he  devoted  to  religious 
improvement.  He  died  at  90  years  of  age,  recommend- 
ing union  to  his  brethren  at  large  ; ,  and  the  moft  faered 
and  inviolable  regard  to  the  laws  of  equity,  to  the  civil 
6fficers  in  particular.  He  declared  himfelf  fatisfied  with 
life,  and  departed  in  peace. 

'  Howler,  the  number  of  praying  Indians  has  been  exr" 
ceedingly  reduced  at  this  day,  in  which  all  the  Indians, 
both  clear  and  mixed,  in  all  New-England,  do  not  proba- 
bly exceed  one  tlioufand  yet  in  1687  (41  years  after  the 
liopeful  beginning  at  Nonantum)  Dr.  Increafe  Mather  gives' 
the  following  flatement  to  Profeflbr  Leufden  of  Holland.' 

There  are  fix  regular  churches  of  baptized  Indians  in 
New-England,  and  eighteen  alTemblies  of  catechumens,* 
(or  candidates  for  baptifm)  profeffing  the  name  of  Christ^, 
Of  the  Indians  there  are  24  preachers  of  the  word.  There 
are  alfo  four  Englifh  minifters,  who  preach  the  Gofpel  -in 
the  Indian  tongue.'-  .     '  Having 

*  The  JsTonantum  Indians  were  catechumens,  only,  till  after  their 
removal  to'NaticI:  ihey  formed  into  a  church  Il;uc. 
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Having  thus  far  traced  the  hiftory  of  Norianttrni, '  and 
^f  various  charafters  and  events  connected  with  this  hif- 
tory, it  feems  proper  to  remark,"  that  the  life  and  ufeful 
activity  of  the  principal  and  apoftolic  milFionary,  Mr.  Eliot, 
were  prolonged  to  a  late  period.  He  tranflated,  into  the 
Nonantum  or  MafTachufetts  language,  the^whole  Bible,  for 
the  edification  of  his  converts.  This  was  printed  at  Cam* 
bridge.  I  have  fearched  in  vain  this  and  other  books  in 
the'  Indian  tongue  for  '  the  terms  Nonantum^ 'Nonandefny 
Noonatomen,  and  Noonanetu7n^  (as  they  are  differently  .writ-; 
ten  by  fuccelUve  writers)  and  can  find  no  trace  of  the 
name  given  to  their  firft  fettlement,  faid  by  Mr.  Neal'  to 
fignify  -'^rejoicing,'-  and  by  the  tradition  of  this  place,* 

a  place  of  worftiip."  Mr.  Eliot  alfo  tranflated  feveral 
other  books  of  piety  into  the  fame  language,  commonly^ 
called  the  Natick  tongue,  n  We  may  judge  of  his  adivity, 
and  felf-denial  in^arrying  on  the  miffionary  worlc,  traveL 
ling  and  preaching  through  the  wide ;  difperfions  of  the. 
feveral  tribes,  by  an  extrad  of  a  letter  to  Iiis  friend,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Winflow  :  "  I  have  not  been  dry,  night  nor 
day,  from  the  third  ddy  of  the  week  till  the  lixth but  fo 
travel,  and  at  night  pull  olF  my  boots,  wring  my  ftockings, 
and  put  them^  on  again,  and  fo  continue.  But  God  fteps 
in  and  helps.  I  have  confidcred  the  word  of  God  in 
2  Tim.  ii.  3.  Endure  hardnefs  as  a  good  foldier  of  Jesus 
Christ.'*  Eie  united  much  firmnefs  to  great  tendernefs 
and  affiduity  for  the  civil  and  religious  improvement  of 
the  Indians,  who  generally  difplayed  the  warmeft  attacli- 
ment  to  him.  The  fachems,  who  feared  the  diminution 
of  their  arbitrary,  oppreffive  power,  by  the  prevalence  of 
the  juft  and  mild  principles  of  the  Gofpel,  are  faid  often  to- 
have  infulted  and  oppofed  him*.  His  ufual  reply  to  them 
was,  "  I  am  employed  in  the  work  of  the  great.  God,  and, 

therefore,  fear  not  you,  nor  fill  the  fachems  of  the  coun- 

try.    I  am  refolved,  therefore,  to  go  on  with  my  woi'k, 

and  I  challenge  you  to  touch  me  at  ypur  peril." 

A  little  before  the  death  of  this  eminent  chriftian  and 
minifter,  who  deceafed  A.  D.  1690,  iEt.  86,  he  faid  to  a 
friend,  making  inquiries  of  his  ftate  of  health,  "  Alas  !  1 

have  lofl  every  thing.  My  underftanding  leaves  me, 
^  My  memory,  my  utterance,  fails  me,     But,4  j:hank 

■  "  .  God,,' 
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«  Goo,  my  charky.holds  out  ftill.  I  find  that  grows  rather 
"than  fails.'*  :    .  :: . ,  , 

•    .     Hjfl^ry  of^  and  Newton,  n  ,  , 

Proceed  we  now  to  the  hiftory  of  the  Englifli  church 
and  fettlement  of  Cambridge  Village  and  Newton.  On 
July  20,  1664,  a  regular  church  of  Chrift,was  fir  ft  gath- 
ered among  the  Enghfh  fettlers  of  Noriantuiti  .or  Catn-r 
bridge  Village,  as  this  place  was  then  indifcriminately 
called.  The  elders  and  meffengers  of  the  churches  of 
Dorchefter  and  Roxhury,  including  Rev.  Richard  Mather 
and  Rev.  John  Eliot,  were  prefent.  The  minifters  and 
meflengers  of  Cambridge  and  Watertown  probably  attend- 
'  ed,  although  their  earlieft  records,  which  are  loft  by  fomc 
unknown  occafion,  (as  thofe  of  this  church  were  by  fire, 
A.  D.  1770)  cannot  be  found,  to  certify  our  obvious  con- 
jefture.  Rev.  John  Eliot,  jun.  A.  M.  fon  of  the  apoftolic 
Eliot^  was  then  ordained  paftor  of  this  church,  which  was 
gathered  on  the  fame  day.  At  the  fame  time,  and  agree- 
ably to  the  cuftom  of  that  early  period,  Thomas  Wlfwall, 
lately  a  member  of  the  Dorchefter  church,  (and  who  is 
^kyltd.  Rev.  Thomas  Wifwall  in  the  Cambridge  Town- 
Records)  was  ordained  ruHng  elder,  or  afliftant  to  the 
paftor,  in  infpe^ling  and  difciplining  the  flock.  A  very 
tender  friendftiip  prevailed  between  Mr.  Eliot,  jun.  and 
Rev.  Mr.  Mitchell,  of  the  iirft  church  in  Cambridge,  with 
whom  he  frequently  exchanged  pulpits.  He  received 
the  firft  rudiments  of  a  claflical  education  at  tlie  Latin 
fchbol  then  eftabliflied  in  Cambridge.  A.  D.  1656,  he 
took  his  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  at  Harvard-College^ 
where  he  continued  in  the  purfuit  of  his  ftudies  till  he  be- 
came Mafter  of  Arts  in  1 659.  He  began  to  preach  about 
the  !2 2d  year  of  his  age,  1658.  He  is  faid  to  have  been  a 
perfon  excellently  endowed,  and  accompliflied  with  gifts 
of  nature,  learnings  and  grace.  He  is  reprefentcd  as  of 
comely  proportion,  ruddy  complexion,  and  cheerful  coun- 
tenance. Quick  apprehenfion,  folid  judgment,  and  excel- 
lent prudence  are  faid  to  form  prominent  features  in  his 
character.  He  was  a  good  claflical  fcholar,  and  poflefi'ed 
confiderable  fcientific  knowledge  for  one  of  his  age  and 
period*  ^His  abilities  and  acceptation  in  the  minillry  are 
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faid  to  be  prc-cinment.  i  ffi^  piety,  faith*,  love,  liomility; 
and  zeal,  fhone  confpicuousi    Under  the  dire<Sion  of  his  • 
father,  he  attained  confiderablc  proficiency  in  the  jndian 
language,  and  was  an  afliftant  to  him  in  the  miffioftary 
employment,  "until  his  fettlement  at ,  Cambridge- Village* 
Even  after  his.  ordination  here,  he  imitated  the  manner  of 
his  father,  devoting  himfelf  to  the  inftru<^ion  of  the  In- 
dians^ aa  well  as  of  his  own  flock.    Accordingly,  he  ftead- 
ily  preached  once  in  a  fortnight  to  them  at  Pequimmit 
(Stoughton)  and  fometimes  at  Natick.    He  won  the' af- 
feiftions,  of  the  Indians,  who  exceedingly  lamentied  hii 
death. .  A  tender  and  inviolable  afFed:ion  fubfifted  between 
him  and  his  Ehgliflx  charge.    He  v/as  born  Aug.  3  r,  1636; 
and  died  Oft.  11,  1668,  in  the  33d  year  of  his  age,  fur- 
viving  his'refpecledand  beloved  friend  Mitchell  only  thred 
months,   .  Apprehending  thofe  calamiti^  which  biirfi: 
upon  his  country  a  few  years  aft^r  his  death,  he  addrefTcd 
fome'of  his  friends  from  his  .death-bed  in  thcfe  words : 
My  dear  friends,  there  is  a  dark  day  coming  upon  New- 
England*    Info  dark  a  day,  how  will  you  provide- for 
"  your  own  fecurity  ?  My  counfel  to  you  is,  fecure  an  inr 
"  tereft  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Ghrisi^^^  and  that  ^IV  carry 
you  fafely  to  . the  .world's  end."  ^  '^'^  n^^'-.rc-.:^ 

His  family  removed,  after  his  death,  to  Connefticut  j? 
and  from  him,  in  the  dircd  line  of  the  elder  fon  of  each  f 
fucceffive  generation,  proceeded  the  Rev.  Richard  Rof^J 
well  Eliot,  the  prefent  minifter  of  Watertown.  > 

By  the  church  records  of  Roxbury  it  appears,  that  the  • 
■Rev,  N£H£MiAij  HoBJjtTy  A.  M.  was  Ordain cd  his  fuccef-  - 
for,  Dec.  23,  1674..  The  receipts  of  monies  received  by 
Mr.  Hobart,  for  his  fervices  as  a  preacher,  and  contained 
in  the  civil  records  of  the  village,  revert  to  the  year  1672, 
from  which  time  he  appears  conftantly  to  have  fiipplied 
the  pulpit.  His  relation  to  the  college,  as  a  fellpw  and  tUr- 
tor,  probably  occafioned  the  delay  of  his  ordination.  The 
'  forty  years  of  hig  paftoral  office,  mentioned  in  his  epitaph, 
muft,  therefore,  include  the  two  years'  fervices  which 
preceded  this  period.  He  was  one  of  feveral  brethren 
who  received  their  academical  education  at  Cambridge^ 
and  devoted  themfelves  to  the  miniftry.  His  father  was 
the  pious  Mr.  Peter  Hobaift,  the  firft  minifter  of  Hingham> 
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ylio  ftrohgly  recommended;  fiu  dying  in  a  iljtidiiig  pdfftlH 
to.  clergymeiiv  as^^  preferVative  againft  that  exqruciating 
malady,  . therftbne  and  who,  in  his  laft  ftcknefs,  of  which 
he  died  four  years  after  the  fettlement  of  this  fon,  took 
great.delight  in  iinging:.Pfalms,  obferving,.  that  "  it  .  wa3 
fhei  WQrk->of  heaven,  i  which  he  was  willing  to  anticipate.*' 
In,  Mr.  "  Hobart^.  the!  Repairer '  of  Breaches  gave  this  be^ 
reaved  flock  a  rich  blefting.  In  him  fhono  the  fcholar,the 
gentleman,  and  thd»chriftiani;  ^u^i  n  :  ;  >  , 
. ,  Under  the:  different  forms  of  ^government  prof>ofed  by 
the  \varm  friends  of  the  college  when  threatened  with  the 
Jof^.pf.  their*  charter,] Mr.:  Hobart's- name  is  ever  found  in 
jh&  diferent  lifts  oflcandidatesibr  fuperihtending  the  gov- 
€rnniQnt  of  that  academic  body;  Hbc  was,  accordingly^ 
among  the  governours  of  Harvard-College  tilbhis'Ideath.* 
This  excellent  paftor  was  free  from  fuperftition  and  big- 
otryj  :yet  ferioufly  and  faithfully  engaged  in  the  difcharge 
of  npii^ifterial  duties.  An  unlliaken  harmony  fubfifted  be- 
tween, him  and  his  people  through  life.  .  An- aged*  father; 
Mr.-  'Jbhn  Hall,  who  deceafed ■>  A.v  D: j  1 7 87V  in  ^thqu:94tii 
year  of  his  age,  and  who  wa^  about  .  18  years  of  age 'at  hi^ 
deathy:  has  .  repeatedly  mentioned  to  me  his  ferious  and 
winning  manner  of  addrefsy  which  caufed  his  congregation 
tq  halrig  upon  his  Hps*  ^  His  charafter  ^  may, ,  perhaps,  beft 
b^.  collected  from  the  inferiptioui  on  his  tomb-ftone^^  writ- 
ten jn  pure,  elegant  rLatin,*  which  time  had  long  / crufted 
over,  and  nearly  .effaced,  but  which,  with  the  aid  of  i  my 
yOu^ig; friend,  William  Jeriks,  A.  B.  I  have  been 'able,  to 
trace* V,  The  original  epitaph,  with  an  Englifti  tranflatiori, 

will  clofe  our  account  of  the  amiable  Hobart.    .   ; 

;  "  Hoc  tumulo  depofttss.  funt  reliquiae. reverendi  et  per- 
dodi\I},'J},  NEH:EMjM  Hobart^  Collegii  Harvardini  locij 
lediffimi,  eccleftae  i  Neotonienfis  per  annos  quadraginta 
paftoris  fideliffimi  et  vigilantiffnni,  fmgulari  .gravitate, 
;  '/  -.n-.'  "   •  1^..;;  ..\A.humilitatc 

*  Although  this  village  loft  its  original  relation  to  Cambridge  by  the  aft  of 
incorporation,  yet  it  has  been  inquired,  whether  the  congregational  minifters, 
who  have  fucceeded  Mr.  Hobart,  are,  or  are  not,  included  within  the  defcrip- 
tion  of  the  charter,  which  provides,  that  the  minifters  of  the  fix  neighbouring 
towns  belong  to  the  board  of  overfeers.  Or,  in  other  words,  why  {hould  the 
daughter  of  Cambridge,  to  whom  was  transferred,  by  the  ad  of  incorporation, 
the  moft  ancient  name  of  the  mother,  Newtown,  be  treated  as  a  ftranger  3 
Is  fhe,  or  is  fhe  not,  at  Icaji^  as  much  one  of  the  neighbouring  towns  of  Camr 
bridge,  as  Dorcheltcr  I 
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humHitate  beque-  ac  pi^  doftriria^a  4o£tia  et-  pijs 

cxiniia  venerations    amoire  irecolendir  Natus  ergit-Np^^^ 
1648.    Denatu^  Augv  25i,i7.i24annQ  ?etatis  64^^^^^^ 

'  In-this  toinb  arc.depofited  the  f«m^}n8;of  ,t;he  v^t? 
ei-end  and  i'ery  .  learned  teacher  of ,  diyJnUy, .  Nehemiah 
Hobartj'an  eftimable  fellow  of  Harvard  College:^  1^  highly- 
faithful  and  watchful  pallor  of  the  church  of  N$wtpwp 
for  forty  years.  His  Angular  gravity, ;  humility*  piety, 
and  learning,  rendered  him  the  object  of  deep  vener^tlprl 
and  ardent  efteem  to  men  of  fciehce  and  religio^io 
was  born  Nov.  ai,  1648,  and  died  .Aug.  25^..  lyi^iiUXh^ 
64th  year  of  his  age.**  .    r;.-jr  ; 

Soon  after  the  iettlemeht  qf  Mr,  Hobart,  b?gan-  the  terr* 
rible  war  with  Philip^  king  of  the  .  WampanQag3,.  4  niJ:tiQiiL 
bordering  on^thev colony  of  Plymouth,  .the  feat, pf^whqfi: 
thief  was  at  Mount-'Hope,  (now  Briftol3v  -  Mr,  IJliot  h^d, 
in  vaiii^  attempted  the  converfion' of  him  and  his  tribe, 
he  declaring  to  the  miffionary,  when  endeavoufing  to  per^ 
fuade  him  to  receive  Chriftiariity,  that "  he  cjired  UQ  n>Qr^ 
for  the  Gofpel  than  for  tbe..buttQa^f  hi3,w^  i  u..:  .^  ; 
-  ^  Tlie  fuccefsfiii  utmxi^ti  begun '  in  this  place,  nM.  fnimMlf 
extendedj  had  a  happy  tendency  to  prolong  thg  trau^iuilhty 
t)f  the  country  in  its  period  of  infancy  and  weaki^efs.  The 
converfion  and  civilization  of  a  fourth  part  of  all  th^.  0^- 
mginal^  of  New-England,  (of  which  3Q00  \yere  .wilthin 
the  bounds  of  the  MaUxchuletts  colony)  occafioned  an  af- 
fe^onate-attachmcnt  of  the  praying  Indians  to  the  En- 
glilh,  to  whom  they  ever  remained  faithful  prom;  the 
danger  to  whicli  Maiflachufetts  and  Plymouth  colppies 
weri^  expofijd  iby  the  ivar  which  begaia  29  years  aft^r  -tte 
iettlement  of  Nonantum,  there  is  •  reafon  io  .belieye,  that 
had  ail  the  Indians,  within  their  boundaries,  continued 
•tincivilized  and  undadftianized,  and  unite4  Jig^i^ift.^the 
Englifli  with  the  fpirit  whicli  afterwards  animated  Philip 
and  the.  ^varriors  of  hi^  period  and  party,  they  ^  would 
p.robably  have  ^compelled  ,our  fatl\<r^,  u^tterly  to  haye  re- 
linquilhed  the  country. 

Among  others,  the  .divine  providence  ralfed  Up,  ^nd 
qualified  for  ,diftinguiftied  ufefulnefs  in  the  Paiiippic  war, 
LI    /  .  era/,  v.]       ^  .  •  .  ;  .tl-i^at 
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that. :  reri  owned ;  partizan '  commander  of  hferfe,  ^-t hoMas 
PjiENjicE^  Qf  this  place.  On  June  26,  1675,  (two  days  af- 
ter a  day  of  public  prayer  to  God  for  the  fuccefsl  of  tht 
expedition)  Capt.  Prentice,  with  a  troop  of  horfe  *  under 
his  command,  attended  by  Gapt.  Henchman,  with  the 
foldiers  raifed  for  the  occafion  in  the  capital,  marched  from 
Bpfton,  proceeding  towards  Mount-Hope^'  the  lolty  refi-* 
deace  of  king  Philip.  On  28th  June,  twelve  of  the  horfe, 
'b^ing' in- advance,  fell  into  an  ambufcade,  when  William 
'Hammond  of  this^  place,  was  mortally  wounded. '  -rBeing 
joined  by- the  troops  f]rbm  Plymouth,  they  marched  into 
'the  country^  of ^'  the '  Wampanoags,  fcouring  the* .  woods-, 
with  confiderable  lofs -to  the  enemy,  whofe  .petty  monarch 
fled  at  their  approach.  Upon  this,  they  marched:  into  the 
•country  of  the  Narraganfetts,  the  fachems  of  which  pow- 
erful tribe  renewed  afid  confirmed  a  treaty  of  peace  and 
alliance  with  the  Englifh.  On  this  or  fome  other  occafion, 
during- this  war,  Gapt.  Prentice  is  faid  to  have '  crolTed  a 
river  alone^  ordering  his  troop,  who  ftood  drawn  up  at 
the  paflage,  with  their  piftols  cocked,  to  fire  and  advance 
in  cafe  of  an  attack  upon  his  perfon  ;  and  to  have,  per- 
formed the  Angular  exploit  of  feizing  and  fecuring,  with 
his  own  hand,  a  fufpcfted  fachem,  furrounded  by  his  war- 
riors^ on  the  oppofite  bank  of  the  river.  . 
1,  <  On '  July  1 8,  the  little  army  marched  1 8  iiniies  from 
Taunton  t a  a  large  fwamp,  wherb  Philip  had  coUeded  his 
•forces.  Here  they  defeated  him,  apd  took  one  hundred 
prifoners.  Had  the  troops  immediately  followed  up  their 
viftory,  the  Wampanoag  king  acknowledged,  that  himfelf 
and  his  forces  mull  have' been  in  the  complete  power,  of 
the  Engliih.  But  night  approaching,  and  the  troops  fear- 
ing left  they  Ihould  fire  upon  each  other  through  miftake, 
in  the  darknefs  of  a  thick  fwamp,  the  adion  ceafed,  and 
•  Philip  and  his  men  in  general  efcaped  upon  rafts  acrofs  art 
adjoining,  river,  before  the  next  morning  dawned.  But  it 
^        ■   '  '. ,  ..      ;  ^./A.  "is 

.  *  A  troop,-  at  this  time,  confillied  of  66  horfe'befide  officers,  all  well 
mounted  and  completely  armed  with  back,  breall,  head-piece,  buff  coat, 
fword,  carbine  and  piftols.  Each  of  the  twelve  troops  then  in  the  colony 
'  was  di-ftinguifhed  by  their  coats.  The  pay  of  a  captain  of  horfe  was 
£-6,  of  a  foot  captain  £.^t  or'a  private  foldier  one  iliilling  a  day.  In 
time  of  peace,  the  officers  had  an  allowance  for  their  expenfes  on  days 
of  mufter.    Hutch,  C.  M.  p.  485.  ,  ,       -  ^ 
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is  foreign  to  the  defign  of  the  prefent  communiciations,  to  • 
lay  before  our  readers  the  particulars  of  that  dreadful  war^ ' 
in  which  feveral  of  the  firft  »towns  Jn  the  country,  Med- 
field,  within  12  miles  of  us,  Brookfield,  Deerfield,  Lancaf-- 
ter,  Groton;  and  feveral  others,  were  laid  in  aihes,  and 
many  lives  were  loft.  Suffice  it  to  fay,  that  Capt.  Prentice 
was  active  and  eminently  ferviceable:  in  every  period  of. 
the  war  ;  that  his  name  was  a  terror  to  the  hoftile  ti'ibes 
of' Indians,  by  his  fuddenly  collecting  and  marching  his 
'cavalry  at  the  fhorteft  notice,  fighting  on  horfeb?ick  or  on 
foot,  as  the  nature  of  the  ground  or  the  fituation  of  the 
enemy  required  ;  that  advancing,  at  a  moment's  warning, 
with  twenty  of  his  troop  from  the  neighbourhood  of  his 
dwelling,  and  followed  by  the  others  as  .rapidly  as  they 
could  receive  notice  at  their  homes,  and  march,  he  is  faid 
to  have  been  the  principal  inftrument,  by  his  prefence  and 
exertions,  of  checking  the  fudden  irruption  and  alarming 
progrefs  of  Philip's  troops  at  Sudbury,  about  April  18, 
1676,  after  they  had  burnt  a  part  of  the  town^  in  defend- 
ing  which,  the  gallant  Capt.  Wadfworth  (father  of  Prefi- 
dent  Wadfworth)  and  Capt.  Brocklebank,  with  .fo  many 
of  their  foldiers,  had  perilhed..^^  After, the  important  check 
at  Sudbuiy,  where  the  enemy's  fpirits  had  been  remark- 
ably elevated  by  the  preceding  fuccefs,  it  is  obferved,  that 
they  became  difpirited,  and  loft  ground  in  all  their  follow- 
ing attempts,  till  the  death  of  Philip,  killed  in  a  fwamp  by 
the  hand  of  a  friendly  Indian,  the  12th  of  the  following 
Auguft,  gave  the  finifhing  ftroke  to  the  war. 

The  gallant  Prentice,  who,  at  the  age  of  54,  began  his 
military  career,  furvived  until  July  7th,  1709,  when  he  i 
died,  iEt.  89,  by  a  fimilar  cafualty  with  his  brave  compan-  1 
ion  in  arms,i  Col.  Church,  in  confequence  of  a  fall  from  | 
his  horfe,  upon  his  return  from  public  worfliip,  Lord's-day,  '  j 
May  7th.  He  was  buried  with  the  refped  due  to  fo  good 
a  man,  as  well  as  brave  defender  of  his  country,  by  the  ^  " } 

troop  under  arms.  On  the  footftone  of  his  grave  are  in-  ] 
fcribed  the  following  lines,  which  the  teeth  of  time  have:  "  j 

almoft  effaced.  .  .  ^    -  j 

"He  that's  he:.  interrM  needs  no  vernfymg, 
'  A  virtuous  hfe  will  keep  the  name  from  dying  ;   "  "^A^.  ^  \ 

I  'He'll  live,  though  poets  ceafe  their  fcribbling  rhyme',  ~  t^-if^ 
■  When  that  this  ftone  lliall  moulder'^;!  be  by  time."  *         7^  •iiy<^'-^^-t-5K-j7 
*  His^grand-daughtcr,  Mrs.  ETizabethTlammond,  who  died  the 
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!tmV;  bb  proper  herr  to  fttention  a  Tcmfekifrom  Mtr^." 
Nekl,  which^fervie^  to  Ihew  the  binding  and  friendly  infl^qj, 
enoe  of  theiGofpel^  that  "  the  Indian  converts,  ^fctaroe^d 
the  ftiGift  iitiihaken  fidehty  during  this  whole  5  ,imd 
that  neitfe  the  perfuafions,  the  proi^ifes,  northe  t^eat- 
enings  oif  theit  hdflile  cOiantrynfien^  cotild  ever  draw/any 
of  th^  from  their  allegiance  to  the  EngMfh/'  '  rr.  - 

-Soon  after  tlie  removal  of  the  tyrannical  governor -^An*?' 
dros  from  the  chuir;  *.^May  >20,  1689,  the  inhabitants  oi 
New-Cambric^ef  met,  and  by  a  vote  declared  as,  follows-^ 
;     That  it  is  o;^T-"4efis»^,      .  ;  -         '  .  ;rn.:"^. 

>  *^  L  That ^he -Hon;  ^ov^rtitfr  ^md  deptity-govemor,  audi 
arilftaftts  chdfen  Wd  i'^6,  gnd  the  ^dev 

piifies  tlien  chofen  by  the  freemen  for  thsct  year,  do  ;iiow 
refume  the  goyerrimernt  of  ^his  colony  according ita  charter^ 
privileges.  .         . ,  . 

. ,  "  IL  That  there  may  be  ^n  ^lalsn^gement  of  freemen, 
that  is  ;t0  fay,  that 'thofe  .perfpns^  who  .  are  iif  honeft  con^: 
verfktio^ny  ^and  cdmpetent  ^ftate^rmay  iiave  fheir  votes  iri 
all-dvil'ele^ions,^' ■-^^-.v^v    [^'-i       ;  -^^^  ^ 

"  III;  lUi^t  the  cotirt,  ^harvin^  tims  Teaflimied  tdiCr'  gcnr^ 
ertfrnertt  j-then  endeavour 'to  coniirm  our  dharter  .privil^es.> 
;  '« .iV.  -  That  t'he  coui^t,:tlius.  fettled,  uio  .not  admit  of  any: 
clt^i^ge  ^0^  alteration  of  governmem:  among  us,  until  :it  be 
iirft  4ignifie^  to  the  feveral  towns  .'fc«r  i3he5r  approl?atiori/^ 
Y  ^^'^On  the  fame  *day  -airo  the  inhabhaaras  mtade  »'choice  'df 
^fign  Johfi  Ward,^as  omf  repr^entatlv^  or  deputy  in  the- 
preient  leffions.*' *  "^^j  -  .  ^     .  ..  — 

;  ;iiti%':prop^  ihcFe  'to  ii^edord  the  aname  of  the  :rntrepid 
Gapt^.No^h  Wifwall^bf  this  place,  5who,xvtthihis  lieutenant 
Fla^g  und'  f^lfgeant  Walker,  flain  Xord's^y,  ifuly  :^ 
1 69€>,  in  a ^long  ^nd  Obftinate  engagement  between:  afparty' 
©£  .Ame'riGan^,  ^and  a  body  ^jf  Ficench  ^and  Judians,  at 
t¥h^ler'isO?ond^'(now-Lee)iin  ^^^^^  -        ■  ' 

-■KK,^,^if^^  new  meeting*houfe  ^was,  built  m  therfpor 

'    '    ""■       '         f 'f "     ' '  '1 — ■  '       -'  ^ — — '  t* — '  ,^  .  f. — — "~  — **> 

prefent  yfe^r,  M^xA  Y2,'"^as  acknowledged 'to-be'one'  'of  the' mo  ft  virtu- 
ous, amiable,  and  fenfible  women  who  have  ever  adorrtad -Ncwtoia^  *-' 

*  The  town'bo^^k  ^ipontains  receipt  ;from  tiie.:  fcle(amen  M.  Cam- 
bridge, d-ated  Uhe -fattle  /year,  for  a  certain  fum  ipdid  by  -this.diftrid  in 
produce  ^X.  thefrollowing  fpeclfiedfpriccs  :  ^'  Indian  (OMmthrec'fliillings 
a  bu&cjj, •  ryf  ijfpur' fuiUipgiiHlo,  i(3f}its:tWo-Hlilli;>gs  do.  „  " 
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pcGUplcd  by  the  firfl,  ^vinhicK  had  beeri'  repaired  ^Snd  enlat-g-^  .  > 

lA,,  D.  i68ii  i^djoming  to  thii,  deacon  JohiiviJackfoiS"^^  ^ 
had  given  one  acre  ;of  lajid  for^ibiir^^ 
was  afterwards  ienbjgedJbpani^ 

gift  of  Abraham  Jackfon.    DeacQy-j^jackfbn,  the  father-' 
in-law  Tof.  Jlev^vidr*^  Hoteiit,  aifd :  gave  thirty^tih^'acres 
of  woodJaod  to  the  ufe  of  tlic  miniftry  ;  in  Cambridge^* 
Village;  forever,  |  in  this  year,  1 696,  tlie  tawn^  wiuch  had  V. 
been  incorporated,  Dec.      (new  iftyle,  .  Dec  [19;))  169  if 
33ad  to  which :  the  Gerierai  Comt  gave  the  name  af . 
%owjsr^  agreed  to  build  a  fidiopKhoiife,  t(ri!nce  multiplied  to 
fix)  :and  diDfe.ajcominittec  to  treat  with  and  perfiiade 
Joioi  Stapks  (aiterv^^ards  a  worthy  xieacon  of  d 
I        to  keq)  the  fchooL    To  him  they  gave,  agreeably  to  their 
p.     (lay  pf  fiBall  thLngB^  one  ft^iliing  and  fix  pence  per  day. 

July  21,  17065  John  Myrick,  Nathaniel  Healey^  and 
Ebenezer  Seger,  of  this  to^n^  Avere  kihed 
at';<jroton;.. .  :  [  ;  w.;.:-- .'I,:..!.-^ 

.  May  1 8, 1 707^  was  the  laft  ordination  of  deacons  among" 
V^,  when  Thomas  Olivier  X:Counfdlor  of  the  provuiice) 
"^^^.^^Ephraim  Jackfon  wCTcipftiliHcIy  indtK^^ed  into  oiOice.:  a:- 
:  Nor*  2(6,171  iv'iJWua  C^^ 

tiie  I-ndizins ' at  jGaifeQ.My  fart.  - r^:--  ; : r^' '-\vf±^'^T  -'^:.<^^  ■  . 
\  ,.i^m'^5;jfr^i4,  the  church  amd  religious  Society  of  this" 
:  place  ^  enjoyed -tiie  happy  rc-fettlenicnt  of  the  Gofpel^^^ 
iilry  among  dicm,  by  tte  orxHnation  the  Rev. .  Jolm 
Gdtton,  A.  ]VL)deic£ndant  of  the  celebrated-  Cotton,  oaio 
of  the  irft  jcninifters  of  jBofton.  So  high  was  tfce  refpeft 
cheriflied  for  the  virtu<ffi  ^md  accamplillunents  of  tiiis  youth 
of  twerity^ojthlt  .the  town^ 

met,  and  gave  him  a  joyful  welcome  upon  his  entrance  ini 
to  it :  as  ;a  .candidadze^-^^th^  pxeceding  July  a  4-  v  ifis  labours 
thrcxu^  weite&ithful,  fervent^  acceptable,:  and  xronfid- 
^cahly  fkccefafuLv-Tiffi  twto  mok  promiliiig  .periods  iof  his' 
mi^iiftry  iappear  ttd  hare  been  about  A*  ©.  1 72.9,  and  A;  D. 
11^:^3^  at  each  jof  which  iperiods  tOae  young  .people,'  dti  «con- 
liteable  mumbers,  forjaied  fociecies  ifor  Teligious  improve-^ 
ment,  and  iinade  :aTiiiblic  jxrofcjfSon  .of  -Chriftianityv  In 
xya 9  ihe  -piiblited  (four  ferious  and  ufeful  fermons,  ad-, 
drefled  ito  jybuth,  jfrom  Zech.^^^  ibme 
other r^fcaua:ies^tvvHch:m  the  fervouK  of  liis>'inind 
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.   in:  tKe'^caufe '  of  I'the"  Gofpel/ "  He  died  of  a  ^icver^  after  a.' 
lliort  illnefsi  in  which  he  gave  his  dying  counfels  to  his^ 
parifhioners  prefent,  and  expreffcd  his  animating:  hopes,  ^ 
May  ,17,1757.    On  his  tomb-ftone  the  following  clalTical 
Latin;epitaph  is  infcribed.  -  - 

r ,  ^5  Hie  dppofitum  mori  quod  potuit  reverendi  vereqiie. 
veperandi  Johannis  Cottoni,  ecclefLX  Newtonienfis  fidel-^ 
iflimi,' prudent iffimi,  docliffimique  nuper  paftoris,  concio- 
nandi  tarn  precandi  facultate  celeberrimi,  pietate  fpefta-* 
tiffimi,  moribus  fan6liffimis  undequaque  et  fuaviffime  ab; 
omnibus  bene  meriti,  deploratique  auditoribus  prsecipue, 
quibusi  vel  mortuus  concionari  non  delinit.    Fama  longe 
lateque  vocalius :  et  diu tius  marmore  duratiflimo,  nomen . 
perdulce  proclamabit.    Morbo  non  feneda  fra6lus,  e  vita' 
deccilit,.  .Mail  17,  A,' D.  1757,  setatis  fii^e  64.  "  officii' 
mimftralis  43.  '  ^  .      r  .  : 

.  •  ^:  •'■•^.j.  ■  Traji/Iated.  r  '  '  'r-^^-M'^-;^'! 

Here  lies  the  mortal  part  of  the  Rev.  and  truly  venei'a-'^ 
ble  John  'Cotton,  lately  the  very  faithful^  prudent,  and 
Hdlful  paftor  of  the.  church  of  Newton.'  He  was  eminent  * 
for  the  faculty  of  praying  and  preaching,  was  refpe^ted  for 
his  piety,  and  held  in  high  and  univerfal  efteem  for  his 
,  pure  and  attractive  virtues.    His  lofs  is  efpecially  deplored- 
by' his  flock,  to  whom  even  dead  he  ceafes  not  to  preach. 
Fame  Biall  fpread  his  enciearing  name  more  loudly^  exten-: 
lively,  and  permanently  than  the  moft  durable  marble.: 
Broken  by  difeafe,  not  by  the  infirmities  of  age,  he  de^ 
parted  this  life  May  i7,;A.  D.  1757,  in  the  64th  year  of 
his  agei 'aind  the  43d  of .  his  miniftry. 
/     "    :  A.  I),/i7[8.  v  The  prefent  meeting^houfe  pf  the  firft 
Precind  was  built.  ; . 

.  ;  Rev.  "  Jonas  Meriam^'A.  M.  fucceeded  Mr.  Cotton, 
March  2 1758.  He  was  reputed  a  fcholar  of  confiderable- 
talents.  !,>He  had  a  happy  Ikill  in  compofition.  His  natu-^ 
ral  temper, was  mild  and  amiable.  He  was  charitable  to 
the  diftreilcd  ;  and  iludicd  peace  through  life.  The  burn- 
ing, of  ..his ;  valuable  manlion,  A.  D.  1770,  gave  his  people 
an  opportunity,  which  they  cheerfully  and  generally  em- 
bracedi,  of  affording  a  liberal  aid  in  building  lor  him  the 
houfe  now  in  the  polTeffion  of  his  fucceffor.  He  died  of  a 
confumption,  whidi  he  bore  with  much  patience,  Auguft- 
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•  13,  1^865  in  the  2 2d  year  of  his  iiiiniftry;-iSEW<5o»^^^^?^^ 
remains  were  conveyed  to  a  tomb  belonging  to^the-.famJly 
of  Mrs.  Meriam  in  Boftonk  ; .     .a  ./  :  li  io  f^Hi 
-V  June  6, 1780,  a  Baptift  church  was  gathered  in  Ne'^VtotH 
from  this  and  adjoining  towns,  of  which  the.  Rev.  C^leb 

s  Blood  (fmce  removed  to  Shaftefbury,  Vermont)  was  pa£. 
tor  feven  years.    He  was  fucceeded  by  the  Rev.  Jofeph 
i Grafton,-  their  prefent  paftor,  June,  1788*  ,-.]NotwitMand- 
fing  the  diverlity  of  denominations,  there  fubfifts  a  plealing 

•  and  growing  harmony  between  the  members  of ;:the,iJiffet:- 
•ent  religious  focieties  of  the  place.  1  .  =   a  j  oMi^qo-xq 

r  Mrs.  Davis,  who  died  A.  D.  1752,  at  the  fotith  part .tf 
the  town,  ufed  to  cultivate  her  ground  wijtli  her  owa 
hand  till  extreme  old  age.  .  She  ufed  the  hoe  and  the 
fey  the  with  confiderable  agility.  She  was  vifited  by  Judge. 
Dudley,  of  Roxbury,  about  two  years  before  her  death^ 
when  a  likenefs  of  her  was  drawn  by  a  portrait  painter 
whp  accompanied  him.  She  fuftained  a- good  charader* 
It  is  remarktible  of  this  extraordinary  woman,  who  re- 
tained her  faculties^  bodily  and  mental,  to  a  very  confide 
erable  degree,  to  within .  about  two  years  of  her  death, 
that  flie  was  upheld  by  thq^fingular  Providence  of  God 
through  half  the  reign  of  Charles  i  ft,  through  the  protec- 
torj^te  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  the  reigns  of  Charles  2d,  James 
2d,  William  and  Mary,  Queen  Anne,  George  the  ift,  and 
died  in  the  old  age  of  George  2d.  >  . 

The  year  1775  appears,  from  the  records  to  which  I  have 
•had  accefs,  to  have  been  the  year  of  the  greateft  ^  mortality 
;in  this  town  :  42,  among^Avliom  were  more  than  ,20  adults, 
died,  chiefly  of  the  dyfentery,  which  prevailed  in  this ^ and- 
the  two  following  yearsj  befide  fome  occafional  temporary 
refidents.    I  have  been  informed  that  49  died  A.  p.  1749, 
.  when  the  •  putrid  fore-throat  prevailed.    But  ■  the  bills  of 
rmortality,'  which  have  been  kept  _ with  great  .exa<flnefs^  |H 
-the  family  of  Mr.  WilUam  , Hyde,  deeeafed,.  from  ,  the -be- 
ginning of  this  century,  mention  only  29,  incliiding;B 
,  children,  and  8  young  perfons  from  2^  to  47*  )  J.  have 
,  found  great  corrednefs  in  the  bills  of  his  fon,  the  late  sMr. 
•Noah  Hyde,  fen.  who  ftudioufly  followed  his  fajiher  and 
other  anceftors  in  regiftering  every  death  .which  has  oc- 
curred in  the  whole  town.    The  town  records  ^nd  private 
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of  the  deceafedy  ^^dults  and  children,  from  the  incorpora-i 
tion  of  the  town,  A.  D.  1691  to  A.  D.  1791^  contam  1374 
.deachSii'fBiJtv  a  few  of  the  firft  years  appear  iricompletei 
'It  is  pfo6kbl<^''that  the -number  of  the  inhabitants  at.  the 
cOmmendement  of  th^  tentury  did  not  exceed  half  the  , 
nuififeer/in  A,  '1763  ♦  fmce  which  time  our  conftant 
emigrations  have  in;idc  it-ftationary.  In  all  periods  I  find 
:the  pfoportion  of  aged,  many  of  theni  upwards  of  8a,  to 
b6  very  tonfiderable.  With  thcfe  obfervations  it: may  be 
proper  to  add  a  bill  of  mortality  for  the  eaft  Congrega^ 
tiottal  fodety  of  NeWtow  for  1 7  years  paft,  from  Jan. 
J7825  to  Dec*  31^1798.      ^K..  -;:  -  ,         ,   ,,      -  /j 

.•  ^4   '"under  -^'a  ,year^;-^   - ^ '^7'  a 

: ; i.  v^i  h^Ji.  '6' between"':^-  and  -^v^  _r-'i^>  ?^-v:  . 

■'-*\^:;J;;;i2;  -■  ■5  and 

,  ,       --^^  ^  - ^   10  and  2Q     v"^-  ■'^'^  '  '-^ 

>            ,.  .       .-^^  20  and  -^o  chiefly  femalesv  ' 

'       9  *L_i_^:  30  and  40 

"  ■       10  — ^  40  and  jo^^'-'^"  ' ■  - '^  V 

■  '  r;i      / ; - i o ; -  /  '  r' r^5o'.and ,60. _  f_  .-^T^-.r  a;o./i>  , 

'  '    '       ^  H.  • — '  '  ■ '  /  OQ  and  70'^''      :  "     ■  ' 

^ :L"  ^•  ^  ya  and-fo'':.--'^'-  '  ■ 

vai  -^■^-^^6-li355^vn^o",and>tD(y:- 

: '  ti^tite  it  appear^^  that  tiie  proportion  of  deaths, 
'iiil^^s^l's  equal  to  the  calculation  made  upon  the  children 
and  youths  in  the  Royal  Mathematical  fchool  in  Chrift 
Chutch  Mofpitalj  England^  where  the>  average  number  of 
fcholars,  from  8  to  17  years  of  age,  for  1 1  years,  is  com- 
|)uted,  jrt  the  EncyGlopedia  Britannica^  at  83i»    Of  this 
iiumbet'^  during  the  faid  11  years,  a  /^.w//W/>  part,  the 
,  proportion  of  all  Newton  for  a  mucli  longer  period,  ahnu- 
'•allyditS*     -                     -•-                               ;-':;i:rr:  ■ 
Mrsr  Gottoii,  in  a  fefmon  pf cached  at;  iSleWtOn, '  May 
1741,  to  the  young  people,  upon  the  death  of  John  Park, 
aged  iSj  obferves,  "  God  has  been  remarkably  kind  and 
good  to  you  in  fparing  yoUr  lives.    It  h^s  been  a  rare  thin^ 
to  follow  a ymn^  man  to  the  grave  mon^m'*  -  '  •   


Hijpry,  of.N^zvton,       ^  25 

-  In  inferting  the  abpvq  bill  of  mortality,  I  hav^.d^fi^nedly  • 
vloJ.ited  ftrid  chronological  arrangement,  as  iti^  fo 
4b*«iy   coii^ec^ed  with   the  obfervations  immediately 
preceding.  ,  ,;^,..\v-.-    ■:  -  ■  -'.r,  --^,  . ,/ ,  -'^  ' '  , 

Odober,  lySi.    A  new  congregational  churclv  wa^ 
fornicd  in  the  weft  part  of  the  town.    Twenty-one  mem-f 
bers  were  difmifled  from  the  pld  church  for  the  purpofe,: 
Nov.  1 78 1,  Rev.  William  Greenough,  A.  M,  their  prefent 
paftor,  was  ordained.  • 

Feb.  13,  1782.  Jonathan  Etomer,  A.  was  ^ordained 
p^ftor  of  the  firft  church  of  Chrift  in  New^pn.  During 
his  paftpral  o|Hc^,  feyenty-fix  members,  including  eighi;. 
difmifled  and  recommended  from  fifter  churches,  hive 
been  admitted  into  the  church*  Of  this  number,  eight 
have  died.  The  members  of  this  church  in  1792  were  1 30, 
During  the  fame  period,  one  hundred  and  fifty-one  chil- 
dren and  three  ^dults  lu^^  . 

A  happy^harmony,  l^etween  the  minifters  ajid  theitj^  re- 
fpe6live  congregations,  and  in  the  different  religious  focie- 
ties  among  themfelves  and  towards  each  other,  prevails 
through  the  town.  Law  litigation^,  as  well  as  frequent- 
ing of  taverns  for  drirjking  or  gaming,  are  exceedingly 
rare.  The  £nqn(^lY,^^SP^'^  the  place  feemsTiappily 
accord  Yfith  the  following  plain  couplet,  contained  in  Bur^ 
nap'§  map  of  1 7 1 4.  , 

A  wholQ  New-Town  here  fee  at  qncp  you  may  ;  "  "  -  . 
J^et  ppace  and  loye^e  found  thefe  every  day.  . 

It  is  here  proper  to,  notice  the  name  of  IVlr.  John  Rpgerg, 
for  his  fingpiar  Ikill,  ^ifpHy^d  in  various  ufeful  mechanicaij 
inventions  and  improvements.  The  old  meeting-houfq 
contains  an  excellent  jdiurch  clock,  pfiade  and  givei>  by 
him.  Jt  may  be  proper  to  add  here,  an  article  commemo- 
ratory  of  the  munificei^ce  of  the  pious  deacon  John  Staples, 
>vho  gave  ^  v^uable  ivood  lot  of  about  18  acres,  in  the 
weft  part  of  the  town,  to  the  church,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
mijiiftry.  , 
,  AprU  20,  1794,  died  the  Hon.  Abraham  Fuller,  highly 
efteemed.  for  his  en^inent  patriotifm  and  integrity,  Avhq 
JiojiQur^bly  fuftained  t^e  offices  of  Reprefentative,  Senator^ 
Counfellor,  and  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.— « 
Tp  him,  as  principal  of  a  committee  of  the  Provincial  Con- 
.     /Mm  '   /  -    /  grefs 
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grefs  at'  Concord,  were  committed  the  papers^ containing 
the  exa<fl  returns  of  the  mihtary  (lores  in  Maflachufetts  at\ 
the  beginning  of  1775.  Upon  the  recefs  of  the  Congrefs,^;' 
he  firft  lodged  thefe  papers  in  a  cabinet  of  the  room  which 
the  committee  occupied.  But  thinking  afterwardsi'that 
the  Britifli  troops  might  attempt  to  feize  Concord  in  the 
abfence  of  the  Congrefs,  and  that  thefe  papers,  difcovering 
the  public  deficiency  in  every  article  of  military  apparatus, 
might  fall  into  their  hands,  he  withdrew  them,  and  brought 
them  to  his  houfe  at  Newton.  That  forefight  and  judg- 
iTient,  for  which  he  was  ever  diftinguiflied,  and  Avhich  he 
difplayed  in  the  prefent  inflance,  was  extremely  fortunate 
for  the  country.  The  cabinet  was  broken  open  by  a  Brit- 
ifh  officer  on  the  day  of  the  entrance  of  the  troops  into 
Concord,  April  19,  1775,  and  great  difappointment  ex- 
preffed  at  miffing  its  expe6led  contents.  Had  they  fallen 
into  their  hands,  it  was  his  opinion,  that  the  knowledge 
of  the  public  deficiency  might  have  encouraged  the  enemy, 
at  this  early  period,  to  have  made  fuch  a  ufe  of  thfeir  mil- 
itary force,  as  could  not  have  been  refilled  by  ,  the  fmall 
llock  of  powder  and  other  articles  of  war  which  the  pro- 
vince then  contained.  He  confidered  the  impulfe  upon 
his  mind  to  fecure  thefe  papers,  as  one  among  many  pro- 
vidential interpofitions  for  the-fupport  of  the  American 
caufe.  By  Judge  Fuller,  as  their  delegate,  the  town  ac- 
cepted the  Federal  Conllitution,  February  6,  1788;  for 
which  they  have  invariably  difcovered  a  very  unanimous 
and  cordial  attachment.  At  his  death,  he  left  one  thou- 
fand  dollars  towards  founding  an  academy  in  Newton,  the 
time  and  place  of  which  were  fubmitted  to  the  judgment 
of  his  executor  and  fon-in-law,  William  Hull,  Efq. 

A.  D.  1797.  Two  well  aflbrted  public  libraries  were 
founded  in  the  eall  and  wefl  parts  of  the  town,  which 
have  already  added  confiderable  information  to  the  minds 
of  the  people.  .  .  (      .  _ 

.At  a  general  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Newtron,  May 
14,  1798,  after  the  peaceful  envoys  of  the  United  States 
had  been  denied  a  hearing  by  the  government  of  France, 
which  continued  its  wanton  depredations  upon  our  com- 
merce, and  made  demands  which  flruck  at  the  vitals  of 
our  independence';   it  was  "  Ri:solved  unanimously, 
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Hiflory  of  Newton,  ^7 

1.  That  the  wifdom  and  juftice  of  jf^r  national  govern- 
ment, in  their  pall  efforts  to  prefef^e  the  neutrality  and 
independence  of  the  United  States  of  America,  meet  our 
warmeft  approbation.  2.  That  whereas  the  citizens  of 
this  town  did,  at  the  ever-memorable  era,  when  the  great 
queftion  of  Independence  was  decided  by  the  American 
people,  unanimoufly  pledge  their  lives  and  fortunes  to 
fupport  the  abfolute  fovereignty  thereof,  they  now  repeat  ■ 
the  folemn  pledge,  and.  will  exert  every  power  they  pof- 
fefs,  to  fupport  the  CoNsrirurjoN  and  G orMUNMENTy 
againft  the  claims  and  aggreflions  of  any  foreign  power, 
and  all  open  or  fecret  enemies  to  the  government  and  peo- 
ple of  thefe  United  States." 

The  vote  referred  to,  in  the  preceding  refolution,  flands 
thus  :  "Monday,  June  17,  1776.  In  a  legal  town-meet- 
ing, the  inhabitants  of  Newton  unanimously  and  fol- 
emnly  engaged,  with  their  lives  and  fortunes,  to  fupport 
the  meafure  of  Independence,  if  Congrefs  fliould,  for  the 
fafety  of  the  American  colonies,  declare  it." 

From  the  particulars  which  I  have  been  able  to  colleft, 
relative  to  the  moral  and  religious  hiftory  of  the  paft 
generations,  I  am  ready  to"  conclude,  that  Newton  has 
produced  a  very  'confider able  proportion  of  chara(5Vers, 
among  whom  I  would  fpecially  rank  the  elders  and  dea- 
cons of  the  church,  who  have  adorned  a  chriflian  profef- 
fion  by  exemplary  piety,  juftice,  and  beneficence.  It  is 
the  ardent  wifti  and  prayer  of  the  writer  of  this  account, 
that  a  double  portion  of  their  fpirit  may  reft  upon  their 
children  to  the  remoteft  generation,  and  upon  thofe  who, 
removed  from  other  towns,  now  occupy  the  places  which 
they  Qiice  poflefTed. 

Authorities  from  which  the  articles^  (except  two  or  three  from 
well-authenticated  traditiori)  contained  in  the  Hifiory^  are 
feleded,  .  . 

Day-Breaking,  if  not  the  Sun-Rifing,  of  the  Gofpel 
with  the  Indians  in  New-England.  London,  1647  j  ^^^^^j 
The  clear  Sunfliine  of  the  Gofpel  upon  the  Indians.  Lon- 
don, 1648  ;  quoted  by  Mr.  Neal.  Morton's  New-Eng- 
land's Memorial.     Mather's  Magnalia.    Neal's  Hiftory  of 
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ered  by  major  Gbokin?sapdjD^^  Indian  te^icher, 

•   publiflied  ^ylMri.Eliot^  :  W  Account  of  I^dian^J^^ 

quoted  bp  Dr,  Gillies,  in  his  Hiftoric^l  CQJleftion^.;','GaQk* ! 
in's  Hitorical  Colledions* J  '  Hubbard's  Hift^^    qf  Iijidian 
Wars^ti  Hutchinfon's  Hiftqty  of  MaffachuftttSj^and  CoU 
ledion;;  .  .Modern  Univerfal.Hiftory,    Life  of  Boyle^, 

^Roxbury  Church  Records.:  Dorchefter  Church  Records;  i 
Manufcripts  of  the  Hyde,  family  in  Newtojt.  . 
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1  Homer,  D.  D  , 
iptil  15ih,  1759, 


■  cienl  Seminary.  He  ivas  erailniie',] 
Harvard  Universily,  i,,  1^77  a^d 
...dained  at  Newto,?,  i„  Fe|,r',,a" 
y^.  Having  been  settled  in  the  min- 
istry fur  more  than  sixty-one  years, 
l  or  more  than  half  a  century  he  has 
devoted  himself  to  biblical  studies 
particularly  to  the  various  translations 
of  the  Scriptures  into  the  vernacular 
language.  For  this  purpose,  he  has 
collected,  at  great  pains  and  expense, 
abundant  materials  from  our  oivn  and 
other  lands.  He  delighted  much  in 
his  profession  ;  and  while  heallh  and 
blreiigih  remained,  he  devoted  himself 
to  li.e  sacred  dniies  of  his  office,  'in  i 
season  and  out  of  season.'  He  was 
indeed  a -son  of  consolation.'  VVhilo  ! 
he  contended  earnestly  lor  iho  faith  of  i 
our  pilgrim  fathers,  it  was  his  constant 
aim  to  '  speak  tlie  truth  in  love.'  Like  ' 
the  pious  Dr.  Watts,  whoso  writings 
he  regarded  with  peculiar  allcctinn, 
ho  unilod,  to  a  degree  very  uncom- 
mon III  this  controversial  age,  'charily 
with  orthodoxy.'  \ 

"  At  his  deaih,  his  name  stood  the 
first  in  liis  profession,  not  starred  in 
the  last  Harvard  College  calaloKue  o( 
1843.  Another  of  his  living  class- 
males,  however,  the  Rev.  Huntington 
Porter,  lately  of  Rye,  N,  H.,  is  bv 
..„„..  yj„j5        senior,  having  been 

"   Bridgowater,  March  27,  17S5. 

The  latter,  with  the  Rev.  David  Kel- 
logg, D.  U.,  of  Framingham,  who  was 
born  in  Amherst,  Nov.  10,  1755,  and 
ordained  at  Framingham,  January,  ,1 
1781,  were  the  two  oldest  graduates,  ' 
who  appeared  in  Boston,  ihc  week  of': 
the  anniversary,  last  May.  i 
Notwithstanding  the'advanced  a^e  | 
of  Dr.  Homer,  there  are  ten  liviip.  1 
graduales  of  Harvard  University"  1 
whose  names  arc  before  his  on  the  _ 
caialogne.    The  two  eldest  are  Dr. 
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